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STOP MAKING BULLYING A JOKE 
By Sarkanyaw Chit 

 
    Is bullying okay? No, it ‘s not because bullying can lead to various                  
consequences that are horrible such as, suicide, violence, arguments, pain, and  
other things that disgusts many people. According to the Center for Disease Control,  
suicide is the third leading cause of death among teens and preteens. About 4,400 young   
people die from suicide per year due to bullying. Bullying leads to changes in emotion and 
mood. It can also lead to depression and anxiety.  
   What exactly is bullying?  Bullying is repetitive and unwanted. It’s when someone shows 

aggressive behavior against  another person. Bullies hurt someone else on purpose and it can 

be done in different ways. It can be socially (talking behind someone’s back), verbally (face to 

face), physically (punching, kicking, slapping, etc.), and cyberbullying (done with electronic   

devices and social media). Sometimes people joke around but you have to be careful because 

there could be victims everywhere. Some people are sensitive, which is why you should    

apologize if you know it does bother them. It isn’t bullying if it isn’t intentional. Here are a few      

opinions from teachers and students: 

Continued on page 2 

Experiencing Donovan 

By Netanya Hall 
During Open House in September, my dad and I walked around to see all my classes. 

All of the parents went to Open House to meet the teachers and find out what their kids were    
doing in classes. I signed up for clubs and sports.  

In the main office there was a table that had cookies, cornbread and candy that they 
were selling.  Students signed up for sports during Open House. One of the sports that there 
was to sign up for was cross country.  Students could sign up for different clubs and            
activities such as Drama, School Store, Spectator, Karma Club, Yearbook, Computer Club, 
and many more. 

Mr. Colone said, “It’s an opportunity for parents to visit our school, see our classrooms, 
meet their children’s teachers,  and hear about our curriculum. More than anything, families 
want  to get an update on how their child is doing in our classes.” 

Open House was an opportunity for my parents to hear what my teachers had to say 
about how I’m doing in their class.  The parents of the seventh might have been a little worried 
because it was their first time being in Donovan. Because I’m the youngest in my                         
family, my parents are going to have to go to Open House at Proctor High School.  So my 
mom will probably be a little worried because I’m going to be there by myself. But I am not  
going to be worried. 



Sarkanyaw: What are your 
opinions on bullying? 

Miss Ricci: My opinion is that 
it has long-term effects. Being 
bullied in 7th grade can hurt 
you at the age of 30. 

Dr. Germann: I don’t like it. I think it’s done by people 
that are jealous of others and have very little           
self-respect, so they take it out on other people.  
Noemi: I don’t like the fact that kids get bullied for 
things they like. People do this because they are    
jealous or scared. 

Sarkanyaw: What would you honestly do if you 
saw someone getting bullied in or out of school?                                                                                                         
 
Marc (Security Guard): I would take the kid who 
was the victim and walk him away. I’ll talk to him, then 
talk to the kid that was bullying the victim, and hope he 
stops. If he doesn’t stop, I would go to the principal or 
the assistant principal, who would give consequences. 
Sanda: I’ll help the person and talk to them, asking 
them questions like, “What’s wrong?” and “Why are 
you doing this?” 
Emeli: I would help them out. I would also feel bad, 
but I would still try to help them out and take them to a 
teacher. 

 
Sarkanyaw: Have you ever seen anyone get      
bullied? 

 
Hser: Once or twice, a friend of mine. People were 
picking on him for being short. They were also being 
racist and saying “ching chong” to him. 
Mrs. Butler: Yes, in school I’ve seen people get   
criticized for what clothes they were wearing and   
mistakes on a math problem. 
Miss Edick: Yes, I would usually call them out or 
say something to either the bully or victim or maybe 
both, and when I was younger I seemed like the type 
of person to stand up for them but not call them out. 
But as a grownup I would let them know that it’s unacceptable. 
 
Sarkanyaw: How would you suggest ending bullying? 
 
Ms. Gschwind: I think it ’s important to have groups to discuss 
other people’s perspectives and offer suggestions and help     
people who are experiencing these problems. People need to feel 
like they can talk about their problems with peers and adults. 
Mrs. Fagan: Students and teachers need to be proactive and 
get in the mindset; see something, say something. People need to 
be brave and not be afraid to be called a snitch and learn to stand 
up for one another. I would like to say, kindness matters, and we 
all have to get along. 
Kimora: I would suggest to tell the bullies to get their life   
together and to solve their own problems, rather than making it 
bigger and taking it out on others. 

The Spirit Of Donovan     

       By Seira Tebo  

 

Donovan has the spirit.                                      

People are respectful and kind,                        

and it’s really nice.                                                 

We have classes eight to two                            

and making friends like me and you.                               

Making memories that we can find                                      

just like the golden rule be respectful,                                              

responsible, safe, and kind.                              

Have friendships that are combined                                                           

We have a big school that’s yours and mine.                                                  

Walk away from the bullies                                                          

if they call you names.                                                    

Stay bright night and day,                                              

don’t feel ashamed,                                                                 

You know yourself better than I do.                                 

Don’t think about                                                                      

what other people                                                                      

are thinking.                                                                      

Think about you.           

    

Be a Donocan! 

Not a Donocan’t! 



Trip to the Chinese Opera 
By Naomi Smith 

 
On September 27th the 1a and 1b Chinese classes from          
Donovan went on a field trip. They went to Clinton High School. 
When they were there many activities happened. There was a 
traditional Chinese fighting scene and singing. Six teachers who 
teach Chinese to grades 7-12 taught one of the songs that was sung, along with a story told 
through song. The students were asked questions about Chinese culture and the language 
itself. Class representatives were responsible for marking down answers and showing the   
responses to the teachers. The classes with the highest scores got panda bears. Donovan 
and JFK were one of these classes, and now we keep our bear in the Chinese classroom. 

The Night of Festivities  

 By Thaw Thei Paw                                                     
The first dance of the year was filled with very energetic people, especially DaShawn 
Underwood, who treated us to some amazing dance moves! The Student Council, Mrs. 
Allen, & Miss Broadbent did a really great job with the decorations and planning. Also 
Mrs. Wronka had done an amazing job with the snack bar. A lot of hard-working people 
made the dance so enjoyable, as well as memorable for students. 

 Sometimes there were wild times that happened but that’s students having fun in 
their way. Teachers were also having fun. For example, Mrs. Allen was doing some 
dancing. Even though the night was wild at times, the students were enjoying         
themselves and hopefully they will for the next dance that is coming up. Hopefully many 
more students will come to future dances and have as much fun as they did in this 
one! 

Out for some fun with  friends! Nothing better than ending the week with a school dance! 



 ‘’New Teacher Ms. McLaughlin” 
By Brenda Leitch  

 
B.L.: Where are you from? 
Ms. M: I'm originally from  
New Jersey, way up North near the 
George Washington Bridge. 
B.L.: Where did you go to school? 
Ms. M: I went to Colgate University in 
Hamilton, New York. It's about 40 
minutes from here. I studied English 
and Education. 
B.L.: How were you feeling when you had your first 
class? 
Ms. M: Very anxious. I wanted everything to run  
smoothly and for the students to like me. 
B.L.: Is teaching here what you expected it to be? 
Ms. M: Yes, I expected it to be challenging and I thought 
that I would have a lot of amazing, smart students, which 
I do. 
B.L.: Do you enjoy your 8th grade classes? 
Ms. M: I do. There are tough days but my students do 
well and try to have fun. 
B.L.: What are your hobbies? 
Ms. M: I love cooking, baking, gardening, reading, and 
watching TV. Sometimes I write poetry. In high school 
and college, I was on a bowling team, so I guess you 
could count that as a hobby. 
B.L.: What’s your favorite food? 
Ms. M: That’s such a hard question. I really can’t pick 
one… so I’ll give you a bunch. I like this thing called 
“Salad Pizza.” A pizzeria back in New Jersey by my 
hometown makes it — it’s just a plain pizza (no cheese) 
with Greek salad on top. I love pasta in all forms. When I 
was little, I would eat more pasta for dessert when we 
had it for dinner. I also love a lot of Korean foods. I’m 
half Korean on my mother’s side — but I won’t get into 
that since I don’t know how to spell the names of the 
dishes. 
B.L.: What food is your least favorite? 
Ms. M: I’m not too fond of certain kinds of fish. But I do 
eat some kinds of sushi; it’s complicated. 
B.L.: If there were any place you could go on          
vacation where would it be? 
Ms. M:  I would go back to London. I was there around 3 
years ago when I studied abroad. It was one of the best 
times of my life, and it’s where I met my fiancé. 
B.L.: How did you meet your fiancé? 
Ms. M:  We went to Colgate together, but we didn’t know 
each other before studying abroad. He studied  
Economics and we lived next door to each other in  
London. It was funny because the first time I saw him I 
said, “Who is that?” I didn’t recognize him, which is weird 
because at a school like Colgate, it’s so small, you end 
up knowing everyone. Turns out he was a transfer 
student so we had never met. 
B.L.: What made you want to become a teacher? 
Ms. M: When I was in middle school, I had the best 
teachers. I was a shy kid and I didn’t like to participate 
much. My teachers didn’t just help me learn, they helped 
me develop confidence. I wanted to be a teacher so I 
could have the chance to help students like that. 
  

 Fun Facts About Mr. Garrett 
By Emeli Lemus 

 
E.L: What school did you come from before     
coming to Donovan? 
Mr. Garrett: I worked at Poland Middle School for 7th 
and 8th graders as a social studies teacher. 
E.L: What's a feature you like about Donovan?   
Mr. Garrett: I like working with the other social studies 
teachers. I also like working with the students even 
though sometimes social studies isn't their favorite 
subject. 
E.L: So far, what are your thoughts about this 
school? 
Mr. Garrett: It's going well so far; the teachers and  
students are both very fun to work with. 
E.L: What college did you attend? 
Mr. Garrett: I went to Utica College, and I was taking 
sports journalist classes. 
E.L: What made you become a teacher? 
Mr. Garrett: Well, I actually started subbing, and I  
enjoyed it, so I decided to become a social studies 
teacher. My mom was also a teacher so I probably got 
it from her. 
E.L: How do you motivate students? 
Mr. Garrett: I try to play games with the class, to make 
class and lessons more exciting for students but to 
also learn while having fun. 
E.L: What were you doing before you were a  
teacher? 
Mr. Garrett: I was actually a sales associate at Herb 
Philipson’s, but I was also a landscaper in Poland. 
E.L: If you had a million dollars what would you do 
with it? 
Mr. Garrett: Take a trip around the world and explore 
all the different parts of the world and their different 
language/culture. 
E.L: What's your most treasured possession? 
Mr. Garrett: It would be a soccer ball from when I 
spent time playing in the Netherlands. 
E.L: What's your favorite holiday and why? 
Mr. Garrett: I like Thanksgiving because I get to eat a 
variety of different foods. 
E.L: Where would you go for a real escape? 
Mr. Garrett: I would travel to Europe and clear my 
mind off of everything. 
E.L: What's your favorite animal? 
Mr. Garrett: I really like pandas, the only bears that 
have thumbs. 
E.L: What's your favorite food? 
Mr. Garrett: Chicken Riggies is my 
favorite. It's also originated from Utica 
so that makes it more special. 
E.L: If you could travel anywhere 
where would you go? 
Mr. Garrett: Australia, because it has 
a lot of cool features and things to do, 
but it also has exotic animals which 
you don't see very often. 



Journey From Far Beyond 

Written by Amyah Best 
 
Every year there are about 1.1 million immigrants coming to America every year. All of them 
travel for hours, weeks, months even. While you are reading you will meet another person who 
had made the journey at a young age and has seen it all. 
 
Amyah : Can you tell me the name of the country you left? 
Imran Ismail: I left Somalia, East Africa with my family. 
Amyah: Do you remember a lot of details about your past? 
Imran: Yes, We weren’t able to travel a lot because there were wars going on in our neighborhood. 
The young girls were kidnapped, and we barely had food or water. 
Amyah: How old were you when you traveled to America? 
Imran: I was about 3 years old after I left. 
Amyah: When you left did you leave any family members behind? 
Imran: While we fled we could only bring some with us so we had to leave my sister and uncles      
behind. 
Amyah: Do you wish you could’ve stayed in Somalia if everything were different? 
Imran: Yes, if there were no wars and everything was peaceful I wish I could’ve stayed because 
I miss my home. 
Amyah: Were your parents able to get jobs with ease? 
Imran: No, my mother can understand English but cannot speak English, and my father can read and 
write in English but has some trouble speaking it well. 
 
As I questioned  further I asked Imran how the school situations in Somalia were, and she     
replied with this: “Back in Somalia there were 2 schools for the bigger kids and 1 school for the 
younger ones. In the school for the older kids there was a lot of bullying because most people 
felt angry about the wars happening. For our lunch we ate warm oatmeal, then ate 
dinner at home. We only had 2 meals a day.” Later I further questioned her about 
any of the essentials in Somalia before we got into the details of when she left. 
“We weren’t allowed to have pets at home mostly because our parents knew we 
wouldn’t be able to take care of them. Everything was crowded and cold, and no 
one had been comfortable with what we were left with. Even though we were all 
grateful for what we had, we always wanted more than what we could get.      
Eventually we moved from Somalia to Ethiopia where my father was beaten, then 
to Utah where I lived for a year, and then came to Utica where we all currently 
live.” A lot of troubles are made while moving to new places in order to get a 
better life for yourself or your other family. Learning about others trouble is 
the best way to help. 

New To Donovan 7th and 8th Graders   
By Sarkanyaw Chit 

 
 It was the first day of school. I didn’t come to Orientation, so I didn’t know where 
my classes were. I asked some teachers for directions to my class and             
successfully found my Health class. I sat down in a chair a little shy and afraid of 
new people and a new environment. Everyone was quiet as we waited for Miss 
Mancuso. I knew her name because of my schedule. She walked in and            
introduced herself, said she was really energetic and fun, and that we wouldn’t be 
tired after first period. Miss Mancuso also said that she’s new to Donovan and that 

she’s been around other schools as well. After that class I walked out a little more happy and 
confident.  

 Continued on page 6 

Miss Mancuso 

Imran Ismail 



Roving Reporter 

What is your favorite                                                 

subject and why? 

Math - It’s easy 
Math - I can understand it and they 
teach it very well. 
Math - It’s easier to solve the       
problems. 
Technology - We build things 
Gym - Gym is a fun place to run 
around and jump up and down, 
there’s also cute boys there. 
Math - because I’m better at that than 
ELA. 
Gym - It’s fun and you can play a lot 
of games. 
ELA - because I like to read 
Science - It’s all around you.   
Math - I like math because it’s easy to 
understand. 
ESL - I like ESL because the teacher 
is the best and she explains stuff step 
by step. 
Science - I like science because we get 
to use microscopes. 
Social studies - I like social studies  
because it’s interesting. 
Social studies– I like social studies  
because I love history and things about 
the past.   
Science- I like science because the 
labs are fun. 
Math- I like math because I’m good at it. 
English - I like English because I like 
to write essays. 
Math - I like math because its easy to 
study. 
Science - I like looking at things like 
cells. 
Gym - I like gym because I like                      
volleyball. 
Math- I like math because I act the 
smartest. 
Social Studies - Because 
my teacher is the best! 

 

 Sarkanyaw: Why did you come to Donovan but not 
another school outside of Utica? 

Miss Mancuso: I grew up in Utica and I love Utica. 

 

Sarkanyaw: How was college and how did you do? 

Miss Mancuso: It was my best experience and I excelled 
in it. 

 

Sarkanyaw: What are your favorite TV shows or 
movies? 

Miss Mancuso: Anything that makes me laugh. 

 

Sarkanyaw: What is your favorite feature in                                
Donovan? 

Miss Mancuso: The positive environment, and it’s not 
only the teachers showing a positive environment. It’s 
the students too. 

 

Sarkanyaw: What are your tips for future teachers? 

Miss Mancuso: Future teachers? Well, just keep a good 
mindset regardless of your situation. 

 

Sarkanyaw: Do you have any siblings?  

Mrs. Mancuso: I have two sisters, Isabella and                           
Anastasia. 

 

Sarkanyaw: Where is your favorite place to be in? It 
can be outside of Utica. 

Miss Mancuso: It would be Spain because everything is 
relaxed. 

 

Sarkanyaw: Are you single? If you don’t mind my 
asking. 

Miss Mancuso: No, I’ve been in a relationship for half a 
year. 

 

Sarkanyaw: Where do you see yourself in ten years? 

Miss Mancuso: Married with six children, and financially 
stable.  

 

Sarkanyaw: Thank you for your time Miss Mancuso! 
Have a nice day! 

Miss Mancuso smiles and waves 
goodbye. 



Interview with Miss Angelhow 
By Noriele Culver 

 
Miss Angelhow is always loving, 
kind and understanding to all the    
students who come to see her 
when they have a problem. 
 
Noriele: What made you want 
to become a guidance        
counselor?      
Miss Angelhow: I like to help 

and work with young adults to help them be more 
successful in school and learn how to be a        
productive member of society.  
Noriele: What did you do before you became a  
guidance counselor? 
Miss.Angelhow: I worked for an insurance      
company, but it wasn’t the job I wanted to do. 
Noriele: What is your most enjoyable part 
about having this job? 
Miss Angelhow: Working with all of the        
different students. 
Noriele: When did you decide you wanted to 
become a guidance counselor? 
Miss Angelhow: I decided I wanted to be a     
guidance counselor after I knew I did not like being 
a Metropolitan Insurance agent.  
Noriele: Did you always want to have this job? 
Miss Angelhow: No I thought I wanted to 
work in business but when I started working for the 
insurance company I realized that I didn't like it. 
Noriele: What are you trying  to accomplish by  
being a guidance counselor? 
Miss Angelhow: I wanted to prepare students 
for the real world. 
Noriele: How do you feel after you help         
somebody with their problems?  
Miss Angelhow: It makes me feel fulfilled and 
like I have a sense of purpose. 
Noriele: What school did you have to go to       
become a guidance counselor? 
Miss Angelhow: I had to get a master’s degree 
in school counseling at SUNY Oneonta. 
Noriele: How long did it take for you to        
become a guidance counselor?  
Miss Angelhow: It took a little over a year. 
Noriele: Is it hard having to do what you do  
everyday? 
Miss Angelhow: Yes it's very hard to juggle     
everything that comes to my door, but I love doing 
my job. 
 

Counselor Life 
By Seira Tebo 

 
Tebo: How many years in 
college did you have to do 
to become a  counselor? 
Miss Rocci: I went to college 
for 4 years, then continued 
to get my master’s degree 
for another two years.  
                                                
Tebo: Why did you want to come to           
Donovan? 
Miss Rocci: I was hired by the Utica City 
School District in 2001. The job opening 
was for a middle school counselor at       
Donovan. 
 
Tebo: Have you worked at other schools 
before? 
Miss Rocci: During my second year 
working as a counselor, I worked at both 
Donovan and JFK. 
 
Tebo: If you weren't a counselor what 
else would you have been? 
Miss Rocci: I think I would have been a 
teacher or a hair stylist.                              

 
Tebo: If a student comes to you what 
would you help them with? 
Miss Rocci: I help students with many 
things. Most importantly, I help students 
with their overall well-being so if they are 
upset about something, we talk it out and 
try to fix the problem. I also help students 
who are having difficulties in their classes. I 
monitor students grades and if they are  
failing, we come up with a way for them to 
be successful.  

 
Tebo: What is your favorite part about 
your job? 
Miss Rocci: Being able to help students 
feel better when they are feeling sad or  
angry. 
 
Tebo: What's the best advice that you 
could give a student? 
Miss Rocci:  To always try your best and 
never give up.  
 
 

 

       Miss Rocci 



Spectator Trivia Contest 

Read the articles!  Be one of the first ten students to answer 

all 10 questions correctly!  Win a Donovan t-shirt! 

 

1. Who did  Amyah interview from  Somalia? 

 

2. What two teams were the only ones that Donovan football players couldn’t beat? 

 

3. Where did the Chinese classes go for their field trip? 

 

4. What was said about the coaches in the boys’ soccer article?  

 

5. What is at least one of Ms. McLaughlin’s hobbies?  

 

6. What is Mr. Garrett’s most treasured possession?  

 

7. What did Ms. Angelhow do before she became a guidance counselor? 

 

8. Who inspired the cross county team to do better? 

 

9. Which country would Miss Mancuso like to visit? 

 

10. Provide one piece of advice that Mrs. Fagan gave about bullying. 

 

Name:________________________________________________________ 

Bring all contest entries to Mrs. O’Bryan in Room # 250 

 



Cross Country 
By Tabarak Alawwad 

 
I interviewed Alexa Yager about         
Donovan’s Cross Country team. 

 
Tabarak: What made you want to 
join cross country? 

 
Alexa: My dad helped me and I was expected to run and do something and prove to                         
everyone anything is possible  
 
Tabarak: What is the coach's name? 

 
Alexa: Her name is Coach Siciliano. 
 
Tabarak: Who is the most improved on the team? 

 
Alexa: The most improved is SieraTebo. 
 
Tabarak: Who is the best runner on the team?  
 
Alexa: I would  consider the best runner on the team to be Megan Lew. 
 
Tabarak: In what ways can the team improve? 

 
Alexa: I like it just the way it is. 
 
Tabarak: How long does it take to practice? 
 
Alexa: An hour  
 
Tabarak: Who inspires the team to do better? 

 
Alexa: Coach Siciliano, and our former coach, the legendary Santo Poniccia. 
 
Tabarak: What would you say to upcoming runners? 

 
 
Alexa: Remember you can do anything if you try. Sometimes 
you might feel like you want to give up, but that’s part of it. 
Prove to  everyone that you can do it. And good luck! Go get 
‘em!  

 



An Inside Look at the Donovan Boys’ Soccer Team 
By Naomi Smith 

 
Have you ever wondered what it’s like to be on the Donovan boys’ 

soccer team?  Here is an inside look at what goes down. 
 
Q: Who is the most improved on the team?  
Morning: Hussein Awo.  
Matthew: Hussein is the most improved because he thought that he 
wouldn’t make the team, but after he made the team he would always 
come prepared no matter what. He is one of the best defense.  
Q: Who are the team captains? 
Morning: Matthew Marvel and Eh Lai John (aka Bobo). 
Matthew: Captains are Matthew Marvel & Eh Lai John.  
Q: What are your thoughts on the coach? 
Morning: He is a great coach. He yells a lot and is very strict but that just helps us to win.  
Matthew: My opinions on the coach is he's a great coach. I mean he will yell at us here and there, but we don’t take 
that personally and strive for improvement from everyone.  
Q: What game was your favorite to play? 
Morning: All of the games except Whitesboro because we lost.  
Matthew: My favorite game was probably the JFK game. This game was one of the top favorites for me because this 
showed our true playing style. The game was crazy because we were down 2-0 then would take back the trophy to 
come with 3 goals. 
Q: What is your position and what makes it hard? 
Morning: Our positions change most games but I usually play stopper. It is really hard because you have to switch 
between defense and offense very quickly and run around the whole field.  
Matthew: I play midfield but the hardest position has to be goalie, so mine is not that hard. 
Q: What is the hardest weather to play in? 
Morning: The cold because your muscles get tight and it is very hard to run. The rain is also hard to play in because it 
is really slippery.  
Matthew: The hardest weather is definitely windy.  
Q: Who motivates you to do better? 
Morning: The coach — he wants us to do better and win games.  
Matthew: I think the opponents we face motivate me because I know that I can do better when playing against the     
opponents. 
Q: How long have you been playing soccer? 
Morning: I have been playing for 5 years.  
Matthew: 7 or 8 years. 
Q: What skill is most important to practice? 
Morning: There is not really a skill, but the B team needs to work on defense.  
Matthew: The most important skill that we need to practice is passing.  

  
Q: Who in the team inspires you the most and why? 
Hser & Naomi: Valeria because she motivates everyone to do    
better and she makes it more fun. 
Kaithlyn: Nyaw because she is a very positive person and she    
always cheered us up during our losses & wins. 
 
Q: Why did you join soccer?  

Naomi: To make more friends and to get healthier. 
Kaithlyn: I wanted to try a new sport.  
Asha: I wanted to try something new and my brother also did soccer. 
Q:What does the coach do to inspire you? 
Naomi: He tells me that I can be a good soccer player as long as I practice hard. 
Kaithlyn: He always supported our team through all times and he did everything in his power to make us the 
team we are. 

 

Girls’ Soccer 

 By Thaw Thei Paw 

Continued on page  11 



Let’s Meet the Football Team 
By Netanya Hall 

 

Netanya:  What do you enjoy about football? 
Jerquell Henderson: It is not just a 1 person sport.     
Everyone has a “secret weapon”. Building better       
relationships and working hard and getting better now 
and when we get to proctor we are going to need what 
we learned from the coaches. 
Dereck Feliciano : It’s a fun sport because you get    
prepared for playing sports when you’re older. 
Netanya: How many people are just starting this year? 
Jerquell and Dereck: There are 23 people just starting this year both 7th and 8th graders. 
Netanya: What did you think of the  game against Whitesboro and New Hartford? 
Jerquell and Dereck: We did not  play as a team against them but after those two we did. 
Netanya: What did you think about the Raider Bowl?  
Dereck: Fun  we got to play against people  that you know. 
Jerquell: Both of the teams started off strong and ended strong. The final score was 12-6 and we won. 
Netanya: How would you describe the practice? 
Jerquell and Dereck: There are different types of practices we have.  One of them is that we don't have any 
gear on so we go into the gym and do conditioning. The second practice  is we are full gear and we either 
do plays or speed round. 
Netanya: What are your wins and losses? 
Jerquell and Dereck: We had five wins and two losses. 
Netanya: How did Laron Jones and you two get picked to be team captains? 
Jerquell and Dereck: All of the players look up to us and we are like another set of coaches. 
Netanya: Opinions of the team and of the coach? 
Dereck: Satisfied we did well with the amount of athletes we had on the team. 
Jerquell: Not satisfied because we could have gone undefeated if we played as a  team. 
Dereck: The coaches are amazing because they teach us everything that we need to know now and when 
we get to Proctor. 
Jerquell: The coaches are strict and they teach us right from wrong and they help us fix our mistakes and 
they give far playing time. 
Netanya: What were tryouts like and how did you do tryouts? 
Jerquell and Dereck: We had to do some conditioning. The skills we had to do were catching, throwing. It 
also helps with building endurance. 
Netanya: What do you like about your team? 
Jerquell and Dereck: They all showed improvement and everyday they got better, they are quick learners. 
We had fun and we got to know  each other better. 

Q: Is the team supportive and how are they supportive? 

Naomi: Yeah, they tell each other to try hard.  

Asha: Absolutely, we encourage each other. 

Kaithlyn: Yes, we all encouraged each other to work and train harder. 

Q: Was it hard cooperating with your team? Why or why not?  

Asha: No, not really because most of us already knew each other. 

Ta Dah: No because they’re all understanding people. 

Q: What’s the best part about being a part of the team? 

Asha: The best is playing in my opinion because it’s fun going against people. 

Ta Dah: We all got closer and bonded. 

Kaithlyn: The best part about being a part of the team was playing games with other schools and going on the 
bus on long trips. 

 



  

Raving About Raiders! Septenber 

                          7th Grade   

Johnelle Boyd 

Jeniah Carter 

José  Colon 

Luu Htoo 

Angie Oquendo 

Xavier Perea 

Lucas Santana 

Damaris Santiago 

Than Than Soe 

Brooklyn Spratt 

8th Grade 

Sandro Burdier Abreu 

Isaac Garcia 

Joshua Hadcock 

Imran Ismail 

Kimora Jones 

Romana Mohamad Hashim 

Pahta Pweh 

Aimen Shahbain 

Dashawn Underwood 

Logan Wolfe 

Staff 

Mr. Hadity 

Mrs. Tillotson 

November 

7th Grade 

Jaz’Zair Brown 

Lamarcus Brown 

Treyzell Butler 

Jazmin Carter 

Sarkanyaw Chit 

Yanitza Febo 

Keith Lasher 

Nyjeme Radcliff 

Nikita Sill 

Brooklyn Spratt 

8th Grade 

Josh Hadcock 

Areeba Inayat 

Haitianna Jean-Baptiste 

Brian Jones 

Say Kler Lweh 

Gavin Lynch 

Antoine Owens 

Hser Eh Ler Paw 

DaShawn Underwood 

Isabella Zayas 

Staff 

Mrs. Egresits 

Mrs. Olney  

October 

7th Grade 

Bella Baker 

Jaydon Butler 

Jeniah Carter 

Anita Chan 

Jamie Garrett 

Mu Say Hser 

Jacob Mateo 

Ja’Quel Phillips 

NyJeme Radcliff 

Brooklyn Spratt 

8th Grade 

Emmanuel Guivas-Marin 

Joshua Hadcock 

Arianna Hayward 

Jerquell Henderson 

Eh Bu Htoo 

Evie Pratt 

Genesis Retamar 

Keyannah Starr 

Keven Thach 

DaShawn Underwood 

Staff 

Mr. Clark 

  Mrs. Pasqualicchio 

Great job in  
geography 



At Donovan we have plenty of school spirit, fun events,                                                                      
and beautiful artwork in our halls! 



The Spectator Newspaper Club  

2019-2020 Recruitment Notice 

The Spectator encourages all students to join the club.                                                        

If you didn’t join for this issue, sign up for the next one.   

Netanya Hall, President 

Tabarak Alawwad, Vice President 

Sarkanya Chit, Secretary 

Emeli Lemus, Treasurer 

Babeyina Awak 

Amyah Best 

Noriele Culver 

Haitianna Jean-Baptiste 

Brenda Leitch 

Thaw Thei Paw 

Corriyah Robinson 

Naomi Smith 

Seira Tebo 

 

 

Guest Contributors  Mr. Leo 

Advisor: Holley O’Bryan 

 

 

Bronze Level 

Brianna Snyder 

 

Silver Level 

Peg Carpenter 

Chris Polinski 

 

Gold Level 

Regina Balzano 

Tanya Hyde 

 

 

 

Diamond Level 

Darlene DeIorio Benson 

Chris Doris 

Elite Level 

Donovan ELA Department AKA The Grammar Police 

Miss Palladino,  Principal                                                                     

Technology Department                                                                

The Absolutely Fabulous Art Department 

 

 

Thank you for Supporting Donovan’s Student newspaper and  

Utica Coffee roasting Co.  

at the same time! 

Spectator Patrons 

        Spectator Staff Thank you to the UCSD Superintendent and the                                          
Board of Education for their continued support of the                                       

Spectator Newspaper:  

Mr. Karam, Superintendent  

Mr. L. LaPolla, President  

Mrs. Ervin, Vice-President  

Mr. Dawes 

Mr. Salatino  

Mr. A. LaPolla 

Mr. Hobika Jr.  

Mr. Cardillo 

Mr. Falchi, Director of Curriculum and Instruction  


